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What AQUELLA Is... 


• AQUELLA IS A WHITE POWDER, composed of properly balanced, and very 
finely ground, inorganic ingredients. When mixed with water, it produces an ex¬ 
cellent decorative surface coating for the control of water seepage and dampness on 
interior and exterior porous masonry surfaces. Aquella contains no organic binder, 
hygroscopic salts or stearate. Because of its minutely dispersed aggregates, Aquella 
fills and closes the microscopic pores of the surface to which it is applied. 

• CONTRARY TO THE SHRINKAGE PHENOMENA of most waterproofing 
materials, Aquella expands minutely upon curing, insuring a quantitative filling 
of the pores and a better bond. Because of the filling of the pores with Aquella, 
the presence of a hydrostatic head of water on the unprotected side does not im¬ 
pair the integrity of the treated surface nor its property to resist capillary action or 
seepage of water. 


The principle on which AQUELLA works 



^^Here is an Aquellized concrete 
masonry unit filled with water. Nat¬ 
urally, there is no leakage. 


^ But what happens if the Aquella 
surface coating is scraped off? To 
answer that, we scraped away this por¬ 
tion, and there’s still no leakage. This 
may be slightly puzzling until you 
study the photograph of the third 
step . . . 


©The enlargement of a small, sawed-away section 
of the above block, which shows the way Aquella 
penetrates to fill and close each microscopic pore of 
the surface. It is the filling of the pores—not essen¬ 
tially the surface coating—which stops the penetra¬ 
tion of water. 










AQUELLA WITHSTANDS 

HYDROSTATIC PRESSURE TEST 
OF 500 LBS. PER SQUARE FOOT 



The two columns you see here were set up to determine the effect of a 
hydrostatic pressure created by an 8-ft. head of water on a surface treated 
with Aquella. 


Both columns were made of highly porous cinder blocks, with an absorption 
rate of 22-25% by weight. 

First, both columns were tested in their natural state and showed that they 
had identical coefficients for permeability. After such tests, the column on 
the left was treated with Aquella, while the one on the right w&s not. 

The Aquellized column withstood the pressure of an 8-ft. head of water, 
equivalent to a hydrostatic pressure of approximately 500 lbs. per sq. ft., 
at the base. 

The untreated column could not be filled with water higher than 18 3/4", 
because at that point the seepage was equal to the intake, which was at the 
rate of 2 gallons per minute. 

Tests prescrbed by fhe U. S. Bureau of Standards call for a maximum 
2-inch head of water, or 10 lbs. pressure per sq. ft. The test described 
here is therefore approximately 50 times more severe than that prescribed 
by the U. S. Bureau of Standards. 

Aquella having proved its effectiveness under conditions as extreme as this, 
must necessarily be equally successful when applied to other types of 
masonry construction such as concrete, brick, stucco or cement plaster. 

AQUELLA IS A ‘MUST’ ON EVERY CINDER BLOCK 



The At|ut 
(500 lb-. 

no practie 



An Unusual Waterproofing Problem: 

HOLDING BACK A 4 FT. HIGH TIDE in an Elevator Pit. 


Diagram illustrating the problem. 


• Tho PDflRI To control water seepage in the 

IIIC riXUULLlTI. elevator pit of the Barnum 

Garage, Bridgeport, Conn. Located directly over an old 
river bed, the pit daily filled with water up to four feet 
when the tide came in. Continual seepage caused cables 
and mechanism to rust; breakdowns were frequent. After 
so-called “waterproofing paints” were proven ineffective, 
a three-foot sump pump well was installed with an over¬ 
sized pump, having a two-inch main. The pump worked 
constantly; literally it was pumping a river. But even this 
did not work, because of mechanical and electrical failures. 


•The SOLUTION: The application of AQUELLA. 


The elevator pit after it was treated with Aquella in January, 1945. According to 
L. Levitt, garage operator, it hasn’t leaked since it was Aquellized 20 months ago. 


The RESULT: 


As Mr. L. Levitt, operator of the 
garage, describes it: “Since January 
1945, when the elevator pit was Aquellized, we have had the 
sump pump disconnected — even though the water in the 
sump pump well rises up to the cellar floor level. This 
proves that the floor and walls of the pit are surrounded by 
water held back by Aquella.” 
















AQUELLA 



How many formulae of 
AQUELLA are there? 

There are two. Aquella No. 1 for 
interior use and Aquella No. 2 for 
exterior use. 

What finishes does 
AQUELLA produce? 

Aquella produces a smooth egg- 
shell-like finish; if properly applied 
and cured it will not powder, rub 
off, blister, peel or flake. 

On what surfaces may 
AQUELLA be used? 

Aquella is made for use on con¬ 
crete, masonry blocks, such as cin¬ 
der concrete blocks, stone concrete 
blocks, sand-grit blocks, lightweight 
concrete blocks and structural clay 
tile (terra cotta) blocks, brick, ce¬ 
ment plaster, cement, stucco and any 
similar porous masonry surface. 
Aquella may not be applied over 
bituminous, kalsomined, white¬ 
washed, painted, or other surfaces 
which have been previously treated 
with a waterproofing compound, un¬ 
less such coat has been completely 
removed. 


Does AQUELLA come 
in colors? 

Stock Aquella is white. It may be 
painted over with any type of paint 
in the desired color after it is thor¬ 
oughly cured. Aquella may now 
also be obtained in gray, green, buff 
and rose. 

How many coats of AQUELLA 
are recommended? 

For interior surfaces of walls above 
grade, one coat of Aquella No. 1 
is sufficient, unless the surface is ex¬ 
ceedingly porous or located in high 
wind areas, in which case two coats 
are recommended. For interior sur¬ 
faces of walls below grade, two coats 
of Aquella No. 1 are recommend¬ 
ed. For exterior use, two coats of 
Aquella No. 2 are recommended. 

What conditions are best 
during Aquellizing? 

Aquella must not be applied in 
the rain or when the temperature is 
below 40°F or likely to be reached 
within 48 hours. A moist atmos¬ 
phere is helpful. High winds, strong 
sunshine, and excessive heat may 
cause Aquella to dry too quickly 


and render the coating ineffective. 
Under such conditions, extra pre¬ 
caution must be taken to keep the 
entire surface moist. 

How are surfaces prepared? 

Cleanse the surface thoroughly of 
all dirt, dust, loose particles, oil, 
grease, lacquer, paraffin, paint, or 
any other substance which would 
prevent Aquella from striking in 
or bonding into the masonry pores. 
Suggestions for preparing unclean 
and previously treated surfaces are 
contained in every bag. 

How is AQUELLA mixed? 

To prepare one gallon, mix contents 
of one gallon container into approx¬ 
imately three quarts of clean, cold 
water until it reaches a heavy, creamy 
consistency . 

Add the powder to the water 
gradually, stirring constantly until 
all lumps have completely disap¬ 
peared and the mixture made 
creamy. Allow mixture to stand for 
ten minutes before using. The mix¬ 
ture must be kept uniform by stir¬ 
ring at frequent intervals. ( 
After mixing, Aquella must be 










used within two hours or it will set. 
Therefore, mix only the required 
quantity for use within this time. 

How are cracks treated? 

Aquella is ideally suitable for the 
filling of cracks, holes and the point¬ 
ing up of defective joints in masonry 
surfaces. Rake out cracks deeply and 
remove loose joint mortar; clean 
and wet thoroughly. Prepare a 
paste of putty consistency by mix¬ 
ing Aquella with a small quantity 
of water. Then force the Aquella 
paste into the cracks or joints with 
a flat knife. For large cracks, the 
paste should contain one part 

Aquella, one part fine sand and 

one part Portland cement. 

How is AQUELLA applied? 

Aquella No. 1 and Aquella No. 2 
are applied in the same manner, as 
follows: 

^(1) Saturate surface with clean 
water, using hose with spray. A su¬ 
perficial dampening with a wetted 
brush or sponge is not sufficient. 

Spray surfaces from all directions 

(up, down, left and right) at least 
four times. Allow sufficient time be¬ 
tween sprayings for water to soak 
in. If the surface dries rapidly, as it 
may under certain conditions, re¬ 
dampen before Aquellizing. Surfaces 
should be uniformly moist, not 
dripping wet or have a visible water 
film when Aquella is applied. If 
surfaces are NOT saturated, they 
will absorb too much of mixing 
water from Aquella thereby de¬ 
priving it of moisture required for 
proper chemical action and harden¬ 
ing. Aquella should not be applied 
while there is a flow of water on the 
surface as it will wash away the 
mixture. 

(2) Apply the first coat of 
Aquella with a stiff fibre fender 
brush. Thorough and vigorous 
scrubbing of Aquella into every 
pore of the surface is essential. 

X 3) When Aquella has hardened 
sufficiently to prevent damage, usu¬ 
ally six to twelve hours after appli¬ 
cation, it must be kept moistened 


for at least 48 hours by using a fine 
spray at frequent intervals. Under 
some conditions, especially on exte¬ 
rior applications, Aquella may dry 
in a much shorter period—from a 
few minutes to a few hours. If this 
happens, apply a fine spray to the 
Aquellized surface, keeping con¬ 
stantly moist while wind and sun 
are present. 

(4) Where two coats are required, 
apply and water-cure the second 
coat in the same way as described for 
the first, dampening the first coat 
before application of the second. 

Note: Complete and detailed in¬ 
structions for applying Aquella are 
contained in every, bag . 

May AQUELLA be applied 
on floors? 

Yes. Two coats of Aquella should be 
applied on concrete, cement, brick 
and similar porous masonry floors. 
Floors should first be tested for po¬ 
rosity. Simply pour about an ounce 
of water on the floor and observe 
if water is immediately absorbed. If 
water does not disappear in a very 
few minutes then, in order to Aquel- 
lize it, floor must first be etched with 
muriatic acid and then hosed down 
with clean water. Floors when thor¬ 
oughly cured, should be protected 
from abrasion by the application of 
a heavy-duty floor paint or other 
protective covering. 

Where can AQUELLA be used? 

In addition to the use of Aquella 
to control water seepage and damp¬ 
ness on the walls of buildings, 
AQUELLA is also used in swimming 
and wading pools, mine shafts, tun¬ 
nels, fish ponds, underside and roofs 
of concrete canopies. 

What is the covering power 
of AQUELLA? 

Covering power necessarily varies 
with porosity of surfaces. The fol¬ 
lowing is an average estimate: 

On wire cut tapestry brick surfaces: 
1st Coat: 60 to 70 sq. ft. per gal. 2nd 
Coat: 175 sq. ft. per gal. 

On common brick surfaces: 1st 
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Coat: 90 to 110 sq. ft. per gal. 2nd 
Coat: 250 sq. ft. per gal. 

On other brick surfaces: 1st Coat: 
100 to 120 sq. ft. per gal. 2nd Coat: 
260 sq. ft. per gal. 

On rough plaster and stucco sur¬ 
faces: 1st Coat: 60 to 70 sq. ft. per 
gal. 2nd Coat: 200 sq. ft. per gal. 

On poured concrete surfaces: 1st 
Coat: 90 to 130 sq. ft. per gal. 2nd 
Coat: 250 sq. ft. per gal. 

On concrete blocks: 1st Coat: 110 
to 130 sq. ft. per gal. 2nd Coat: 250 
sq. ft. per gal. 

On cinder blocks of rough aggre¬ 
gates: 1st Coat: 60 to 70 sq. ft. per 
gal. 2nd Coat: 200 sq. ft. per gal. 

On cinder blocks of fine aggregates: 
1st Coat: 100 to 120 sq. ft. per gal. 
2nd Coat: 250 sq. ft. per gal. 

How is AQUELLA packed 
and stored? 

Aquella is available in one gallon 
moistureproof bags. Aquella will 
keep indefinitely when stored in a 
dry place in its original sealed con¬ 
tainer. 

Remember AQUELLA will 
function effectively if 

(1) Applied on untreated and clean 
porous masonry surfaces in accord¬ 
ance with manufacturer’s directions . 

(2) Surfaces are properly wetted be¬ 
fore and after application of each 
coat. 

(3) Dampproofed and waterproofed 
surfaces are not pierced by means of 
screws, nails, toggle bolts and the like. 

For how long is AQUELLA 
effective? 

We are frequently asked: "How long 
will Aquella be effective?" To this 
question we can only answer that 
Aquella was used in the Maginot 
Line in 1934 and is as effective today 
as when first applied! Aquella has 
been used in the United States since 
1942 and there has been no failure 
when properly applied. Therefore, 
actual experience in the use of the 
product shows that Aquella is ef¬ 
fective for a period of not less than 
12 years. 








Key to AQUELLA Specification Types 


(condensed) 


Spec. PP-3 


Section No... 


Dampproofing Work 


DAMPPROOFING WORK 

[short form) 

1. SCOPE OF WORK 

(a) ::*Z 6 Z J U SeCti f > 1 * hall n c ° nsIst 0f f “ rnIshin 9 al1 la bor, "M^riali, equipment and appliances necessary 

f„„ crs worl re<, “ ired b> ,baDrawin9s * nd - ^ 

(b) waS P a P bove n L W jl h -°n n | i' 1 COa |f ° f SU ; fac ^ oating -°L dam PP roof!n g on the inside face of all exterior masonry 
walls above grade.including all reveals of doors, w.ndows, fireproofing of columns, wall beams and other pre¬ 
lecting members. Dampproofing shall extend 12" out on the underside of unexposed floor and roof slabs. 

2. MATERIALS 

Surface coating for dampproofing shall be a white powder composed of properly balanced inorganic ingredients 
approved by the Board of Standards and Appeal of the City of New York, known as Prima Products’ "AQUELLA 

premises in “ nb ' olen con, * ineri ’ ™ riad *" d iab *'« d 

3. WORKMANSHIP AND APPLICATION 


(a) 

(b) 


(c) 


(d) 

(e) 


No dampproofing work shall be applied when the atmospheric temperature is below 40 degrees F. 

The Contractor shall use care in the application of all materials specified under this Section in order to protect 
oughTy° cleaned ^ eXp ° Sed the f,n,shed work. Where such surfaces become smeared they shall be thor- 

“ s - A " “ ope " ioin,s be ~ mpl9,aly c " 9 “ 

damppr ° ofing shal1 be m!xed in ful1 accord with the manufacturer’s directions 
APPLICATION—Method of application shall be in full accord with the manufacturer's directions. 


Spec. PP4 Waterproofing Work 

Section No. 

WATERPROOFING WORK 

(short form) 

1. SCOPE OF WORK 

{a) reauirer^d** SecH ° n shall consist of furnishing all labor, materials, equipment and appliances necessary 

& lit ; ot p 9 w ° ,k ,equM by ,be Drawin9s aad » s p ,d,iad barei "' iM - 

(b) (Note r fo°A^hiJrl h *7 ( ? °V U : f f Ce n ? aferial , on al1 surfaces noted "W.S.C." on the Drawings. 

s,a,e wh,eh mtar,ar and axt,riar ' ,oro “ s surfa “=«>° 

2. MATERIALS 

f °R Wa ! e T r °° fin , g * 19,1 be a white powder composed of properly balanced inorganic ingredients, 
approved by the Board of Standards and Appeal of the City of New York, known as Prima Products' 9 "Aquella 

nrp'mL f-° r surfac ® s ) and Aquella No. 2" (for exterior surfaces). Material shall be delivered to the 

premises in unbroken containers, plainly marked and labeled with the name of the manufacturer thereon 


3. WORKMANSHIP AND APPLICATION 


(a) 

(b) 


(c) 


(d) 

(e) 


No waterproofing work shall be applied when the atmospheric temperature is below 40 degrees F. 

The Contractor shall use care in the application of all materials specified under this Section in order to protect 
ough^cleaned 6Xp ° Sed in * be fin,sf,e d work. Where such surfaces become smeared they shall be thor- 

S URFAC ES- Sur faces required to receive surface coating for waterproofing shall be cleaned 
free from dirt, dust, loose particles, oil, grease, paint, or any other substance which would prevent the surface 
coating from keying or bonding with any affected surfaces. All holes or open joints shall be completely filled 
with mortar before application of waterproofing surface coating. H y 

A^nm Surface coating materials shall be mixed in full accord with the manufacturer's directions. 
APPLICATION—Method of application shall be in full accord with the manufacturer's directions. 
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Examples of the Nation-Wide Use of AQUELLA 


Artificial Pool — Memphis, Tennessee 


Residence — Fairfield, Connecticut 


Residence — Stockton, California 
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